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PSYC-531: Advanced Psychopathology 
Peck Hall Room 3302 

Wed 12:30pm-3:20pm                                                                                                                       
 
Instructor Information 
Professor: Eunyoe Ro, Ph.D.  
Office: Alumni Hall Room 0134 
Phone: 618-650-5708 
Email: ero@siue.edu 
Office Hours: Tues 2-3; Wed 11-12; or by appointment  
 
Course Information 
Welcome!  This course is designed to introduce a number of different topics in 
psychopathology, such as common mental disorders and their symptoms, etiology, course, 
treatment methods, and diagnostic procedures.  As this is a graduate course, you are not 
only expected to retain important factual information about these disorders but also to 
understand major research findings surrounding each topic.  Students are expected to 
participate in meaningful discussion based on their thorough reading/understanding of the 
class material as well.    
 
Course Objectives 
After successfully completing this course, you are expected to: 
 Understand mental disorder classification systems (e.g., Diagnostic and Statistical 

Manual of Mental Disorders) and critically evaluate strengths and limitations.  
 Understand and identify major characteristics of common mental disorders. 
 Understand comprehensive structure of psychopathology and its research.   
 Gain knowledge of common mental disorder’s psychological treatment approaches.  
 Better understand how psychopathology research is conducted and learn to critically 

evaluate studies.   
 

Required Texts and Readings 
 
Required Text 

 Castonguay, L. G., & Oltmanns, T. F. (2013). Psychopathology: From science to clinical 
practice. New York, NY: Guilford.  

 
Recommended Text 

 American Psychiatric Association. (2013). Diagnostic and statistical manual of 
mental disorders (5th ed.). Washington, DC: Author.  

o The Resource Center has copies of the DSM-5.  You can also get online access 
via Lovejoy Library.  Go to the library’s website and search "DSM Library" 
under search for books, DVDs, etc.  

 
  

mailto:ero@siue.edu
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Course Requirements and Grading Criteria 
Grades will be based upon performance on the following activities.   
 

Graded Activity Points 

Exams (Midterm, Final): Each worth 100 points 200 

Discussion Question/Discussion Participation:  
For each class, you are expected to submit 2 discussion questions per week based 
on the reading of textbook chapter(s).  Two things need to be done: (1) You 
should type your discussion question onto google docs by Tues 3pm each week so 
that everyone will have a chance to read over them before class (a link will be sent 
to you via email).  (2) Also, everyone is expected to choose 3 questions submitted 
by others, draft an answer, and be prepared to discuss in class. Please email me 
your responses, which I will count as a submission (DUE before class on 
Wednesday).  Each discussion question submission is worth 2 points & your 
answer draft is also worth 2 points (4 x 11 weeks = 48 points).  You are not 
required to submit discussion questions for the assigned articles; however, I do 
expect that you read them and are prepared to discuss the material in class. You 
are also welcomed to weave in what you’ve read in the articles to your discussion 
questions.   

44 

Discussion / Class Participation: 
Discussion will be an essential part of this class.  Both quantity and quality matters 
(4 x 11 weeks = 44 points).  
 

• Active and high quality participation: 4 points  
• Average participation: 3 points  
• Moderate participation: 2 points  
• Low participation: 0-1 points  

 
I do not post discussion grades until the end of the semester; however, if you ever 
have any concerns about my assessment of your participation level, please come to 
my office hours to talk about them. I will not respond to e-mails about participation 
grades (except to make an appointment to discuss them if you can’t come to my 
office hours for any reason), nor will I discuss them before or after class. 

44 

Research Proposal Submission (no page limit but I think a typical paper will be 
approximately 8 ~ 10 pages; double spaced, APA 7th edition style, no abstract page 
needed):   
 
Based on the topics/disorders learned in class, you will be writing a research 
proposal.  The purpose of such proposal is to get you to explore a topic of your 
interest which you may potentially use as your master’s thesis idea.  Two drafts 
will be submitted.  
 
 
 

45 
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 First draft: peer review (20 points) 

a. Literature review (10) 
b. Research questions / Hypotheses (4) 
c. Methods (e.g., sample, how you will recruit, constructs you will 

assess – if you can list specific measures that is great but not 
required) (2 points) 

d. General outline of data analytic methods (2 points) 
e. APA style (2 points) 
f. The goal of conducting a peer review is to provide you with an 

exercise in reading research proposals.  In order to provide good 
peer review, you need to (1) know the APA style, (2) understand 
research statistics, and (3) think critically.    

 Peer review feedback submitted to the instructor (5 points) – that is, I will 
grade your peer review quality.  The review should be typed (bullet points 
are fine) and given to the student and the instructor.   

 Final draft  
a. Instructor review (20 points): I am not assigning separate points for 

writing quality as I expect all writing to meet graduate-level 
standards; however, if your writing appears particularly poor, I will 
deduct points from your total score.  Please read writing policy in the 
syllabus.  

In-class Discussions Lead: 
EVERY student should read class articles.  However, we will have 2 ~ 4 students 
lead class discussions on the articles for the week along with the professor.  This 
involves (1) summarizing articles for students in class as needed, and (2) coming 
up with discussion questions.   You will present three times throughout the 
semester (10 points x 3 times = 30 points).  Needless to say, the presenter should 
know the material well.   

30 

TOTAL 363 

 
Course Expectations: 
 
Assignments 
All assignments must be typed, 12-point font and stapled (not paper-clipped). Assignments 
must be handed in—e-mail copies will not be accepted unless previously arranged with me.  
Late assignments will generally not be considered unless there is a major, documented 
illness or emergency, in which case they may be handled on a case by case basis.  
 
Other Noteworthy Points 

 Please note that while you are welcome to share your life experiences you are not 
required to share personal information regarding mental disorder history, history of 
abuse and neglect, psychological treatment, or relationships with parents, peers, or 
partners. 
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 If you are having difficulty with any aspects of the course, see me as soon as 
possible.  Students can come to office hours, set up an appointment, or email me.  

 You are expected to conduct yourself in an appropriate manner, respecting the 
rights of your instructor and fellow students. Disruptions are not conducive to the 
learning process of your fellow classmates, and impede my ability to cover the 
material in an efficient manner.   

 
Departmental Policies 
 
Department of Psychology Policy on Withdrawal and Incomplete Grades 
All withdrawals must be completed by the end of the 13th week of classes during fall and 
spring, and by a similarly late date (i.e., before 82% of class meetings have occurred) in any 
summer term. Grades that apply to students who initiate a withdrawal and grades that 
apply when a student fails to officially withdraw within established deadlines are 
determined by university policy (see http://www.siue.edu/policies/1j1.shtml). The 
granting of a grade of I (Incomplete) is not automatic. It is available only in cases when a 
student has completed most of the work required for a class but is prevented by a medical 
or similar emergency from completing a small portion of the coursework before the 
deadline for grade submission. An I must be approved by the instructor with appropriate 
documentation provided by the student. If an instructor agrees to give a student an I, the 
instructor will fill out a Memorandum of Incomplete Grade to be kept with the student’s 
records. If the work is not completed by the time specified on the Memorandum, the 
student’s grade will be changed from I to F. 
 
Statement on Plagiarism 
Plagiarism includes presenting someone else’s words without quotation marks (even if you 
cite the source),  presenting someone else’s ideas without citing that source, or presenting 
one’s own previous work as though it were new. When paraphrasing from another source 
or your own work, at the very least, the student should change the wording, sentence 
syntax, and order of ideas presented in the paper.  Additionally, you should not submit a 
paper, or parts of a paper, written to fulfill the requirements of one class for the 
requirements in another class without prior approval of the current instructor and 
appropriate citation.  Ideally, the student will integrate ideas from multiple sources while 
providing critical commentary on the topic in a way that clearly identifies whether words 
and ideas are those of the student or are from another source. Plagiarism is one type of 
academic misconduct described in SIUE's Student Academic Code 
(http://www.siue.edu/policies/3c2.shtml). University policy states that “Normally a 
student who plagiarizes shall receive a grade of F in the course in which the act occurs. The 
offense shall also be reported to the Provost.” (http://www.siue.edu/policies/1i6.shtml). 
The University policy discusses additional academic sanctions including suspension and 
expulsion from the University. To insure that you understand how to avoid plagiarism, we 
encourage you to review the information on plagiarism provided on the Department of  
Psychology web page at http://www.siue.edu/education/psychology/plagiarism.shtml. 
Students Needing Accommodations  

http://www.siue.edu/policies/1j1.shtml
http://www.siue.edu/education/psychology/plagiarism.shtml
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It is the policy and practice of the Southern Illinois University Edwardsville to create 
inclusive learning environments. If there are aspects of the instruction or design of this 
course that result in barriers to your inclusion or to accurate assessment of achievement—
such as time-limited exams, inaccessible web content, or the use of non-captioned videos—
please notify the instructor as soon as possible. Students are also encouraged to contact 
office for Accessible Campus Community and Equitable Student Support (ACCESS). The 
ACCESS office is located in the Student Success Center, Room 1270. You can also reach the 
office by e-mail at myaccess@siue.edu or by calling 618.650.3726. For more information on 
policies, procedures, or necessary forms, please visit the ACCESS website at 
www.siue.edu/access. 
 
Department of Psychology Writing Policy 
As a student in this course, you will be expected to display university-level writing, which 
includes completing course assignments that meet the following basic writing criteria. 
Specifically, all written assignments completed for this course should include: 
• clear transitions from sentence to sentence and idea to idea (e.g., paper is 

organized/flows well); 
• verb tense consistency; 
• clear and unambiguous sentences and ideas; 
• writing that is free of typos, spelling errors, and major grammatical errors; 
• properly formatted citations and references (if relevant). 
 
This is by no means an exhaustive list of basic writing skills, but will give you an idea of 
what we are looking for in our papers.  If you feel you need help with your writing, you are 
encouraged to seek assistance from the writing center on campus 
(http://www.siue.edu/is/writing) or utilize one of the many online resources they have 
identified to help students (http://www.siue.edu/is/writing/resources.shtml). If your 
graded written assignments fail to meet the basic writing requirements listed above (and 
any others found to be appropriate by your instructor), the instructor will stop the grading 
process and return the paper to you (see below for the specific policy for this class). 
The penalty for unacceptable writing in this class is as follows: You will receive no points 
for your assignment.   
 
Writing Center Information 
The SIUE Writing Center assists students and faculty/staff across the curriculum, and at all 
levels, to further develop their writing skills in order to become confident and independent 
writers and thinkers.  Through individual consultations the Writing Center will help 
students to: brainstorm on a topic, organize thoughts, outline an assignment, develop 
support, integrate research, learn a “style” of writing, identify and fix errors, and much 
more.  Please keep in mind that the Writing Center will not simply fix mistakes or write a 
paper for a student; instead, the consultants will teach students how to improve their work.  
For more information, or to schedule a 30 minute consultation, please call our front desk 
(650-2045), visit our website (siue.edu/lss/writing), or stop by our main location – SSC 
1254 (inside the Academic Advancement Center). 
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Class Schedule 
*Schedule subject to change at the discretion of the professor 

WK Date Topic Notes 
1 1/15 Introduction, syllabus and semester 

overview, general topic 
 

2 1/22 CH1. General Issues; mental disorder 
definition; diagnostic system 

Please skim DSM-5 Preface, 
Introduction, and Use of the 
Manual sections. 
Presenters (4)  

3 1/29 CH2. Depression Presenters (2)  

4 2/5 CH3. Generalized Anxiety Disorder Presenters (2)  

5 2/12 CH4. Panic Disorder and Phobias; my 
research talk 

Presenters (3)  

6 2/19 CH5. Obsessive-Compulsive Disorder Presenters (2)  

7 2/26 CH6. Posttraumatic Stress Disorder Presenters (2)  

8 3/4 MIDTERM EXAM  

9 3/11 SPRING BREAK  

10 3/18 CH7. Eating Disorder  Presenters (3)  

11 3/25 CH11.12 Schizophrenia  Presenters (4)  

Research Proposal 1st draft due  

12 4/1 Individual research proposal grading   

13 4/8 CH9. Personality Disorders   Presenters (3)  
Research Proposal Feedback Due 

14 4/15 CH8. Substance Use Disorder  Presenters (3)   

15 4/22 CH10. Bipolar Disorder Presenters (2)    
 

16 4/29 FINAL EXAM  

 5/5 Final Exam Week  
Final Research Proposal Due Tuesday 

(Dr. Ro’s mailbox) 
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Additional Required Readings 
 
Week 1: Introduction 
 
Kendell, R., & Jablensky, A. (2003). Distinguishing between the validity and utility of 

psychiatric diagnoses.  American Journal of Psychiatry, 160, 4-12.  
 
Kendler, K. S. (2005).  Toward a philosophical structure for psychiatry.  American Journal of 

Psychiatry, 162, 433-440.  
 
Gruber, J., & Joormann, J. (2020). Best research practices in clinical science: Reflections on 

the status quo and charting a path forward. Journal of Abnormal Psychology, 129(1), 1-
4. 

 
Week 2: What is a mental disorder?; Diagnostic system (Presentations Start; Discussion Q 

/Responses Start)  
 
Clark, L. A., Cuthbert, B., Lewis-Fernández, R., Narrow, W. E., & Reed, G. M. (2017). Three 

approaches to understanding and classifying mental disorder: ICD-11, DSM-5, and the 
National Institute of Mental Health’s Research Domain Criteria (RDoC). Psychological 
Science in the Public Interest, 18(2), 72-145. 

 
Vaidyanathan, U., & Pacheco, J. (2017). Research Domain Criteria constructs: Integrative 

reviews and empirical perspectives. Journal of Affective Disorders, 216, 1-2. 
 
Week 3: Depression 
 
Monroe, S. M., Slavich, G. M., Torres, L. D., & Gotlib, I. H. (2007). Major life events and major 

chronic difficulties are differentially associated with history of major depressive 
episodes. Journal of Abnormal Psychology, 116(1), 116-124. 

 
Buchman-Schmitt, J. M., Brislin, S. J., Venables, N. C., Joiner, T. E., & Patrick, C. J. (2017). Trait 

liabilities and specific promotive processes in psychopathology: The example of 
suicidal behavior. Journal of Affective Disorders, 216, 100-108. 

 
Week 4: GAD 
 
Barlow, D. H. (2000). Unraveling the mysteries of anxiety and its disorders from the 

perspective of emotion theory. American Psychologist, 55, 1247-1263. 
 
Watson, D., Stanton, K., & Clark, L. A. (2017). Self-report indicators of negative valence 

constructs within the research domain criteria (RDoC): A critical review. Journal of 
Affective Disorders, 216, 58-69. 

 
Week 5: Panic 
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Watson, D. (2009). Differentiating the mood and anxiety disorders: A quadripartite model. 
Annual Review of Clinical Psychology, 5, 221-247. 

 
Week 6: OCD 
 
Stasik, S. M., Naragon-Gainey, K., Chmielewski, M., & Watson, D. (2012). Core OCD symptoms: 

Exploration of specificity and relations with psychopathology. Journal of Anxiety 
Disorders, 26(8), 859-870. 

 
Week 7: PTSD 
 
Mineka, S., & Zinbarg, R. (2006). A contemporary learning theory perspective on the etiology 

of anxiety disorders: It’s not what you thought it was. American Psychologist, 61, 10-26. 
[pp18-19 focus on PTSD]  

 
Stanton, K., Rozek, D. C., Stasik-O'Brien, S. M., Ellickson-Larew, S., & Watson, D. (2016). A 

transdiagnostic approach to examining the incremental predictive power of emotion 
regulation and basic personality dimensions. Journal of Abnormal Psychology, 125(7), 
960-975. 

 
Week 10: Eating 
 
Naragon-Gainey, K., McMahon, T. P., & Chacko, T. P. (2017). The structure of common 

emotion regulation strategies: A meta-analytic examination. Psychological 
Bulletin, 143(4), 384-427. 

 
Week 11: Schizophrenia  
 
Kotov, R., Krueger, R. F., Watson, D., Achenbach, T. M., Althoff, R. R., Bagby, R. M., ... & 

Zimmerman, M. (2017). The Hierarchical Taxonomy of Psychopathology (HiTOP): A 
dimensional alternative to traditional nosologies. Journal of Abnormal Psychology, 
126(4), 454-477. 

 
Stanton, K., McDonnell, C. G., Hayden, E. P., & Watson, D. (2020). Transdiagnostic approaches 

to psychopathology measurement: Recommendations for measure selection, data 
analysis, and participant recruitment. Journal of Abnormal Psychology, 129(1), 21-28. 

 
Week 13: Personality Disorder 
 
DSM-5 Alternative Model in Section III 
 
Waugh, M. H., Hopwood, C. J., Krueger, R. F., Morey, L. C., Pincus, A. L., & Wright, A. G. (2017). 

Psychological assessment with the DSM–5 Alternative Model for Personality Disorders: 
Tradition and innovation. Professional Psychology: Research and Practice, 48(2), 79-89. 
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Widiger, T. A., Sellbom, M., Chmielewski, M., Clark, L. A., DeYoung, C. G., Kotov, R., ... & Samuel, 
D. B. (2019). Personality in a hierarchical model of psychopathology. Clinical 
Psychological Science, 7(1), 77-92. 

 
Week 14: Substance Use Disorders 
 
Kotov, R., Gamez, W., Schmidt, F., & Watson, D. (2010). Linking “big” personality traits to 

anxiety, depressive, and substance use disorders: A meta-analysis. Psychological 
Bulletin, 136(5), 768-821. 

 
Week 15: Bipolar Disorder 
 
Watson, D., Ellickson-Larew, S., Stanton, K., Levin-Aspenson, H. F., Khoo, S., Stasik-O'Brien, S. 

M., & Clark, L. A. (2019). Aspects of extraversion and their associations with 
psychopathology. Journal of Abnormal Psychology, 128(8), 777-795. 

 
Watson, D., Stanton, K., Khoo, S., Ellickson-Larew, S., & Stasik-O'Brien, S. M. (2019). 

Extraversion and psychopathology: A multilevel hierarchical review. Journal of 
Research in Personality, 81, 1-10. 


